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In a telephone interview Oct. 1 with contra spokesperson Bosco Matamoros, REUTERS was
informed that the contras will continue fighting despite a partial cease-fire unilaterally declared
by the Nicaraguan government. Matamoros said the contras see the Sandinistas' cease-fire move
as a "propagandistic show" designed only for political gain. In a radio broadcast on Oct. 2, contra
military chief Enrique Bermudez told his troops that the unilateral cease-fire declared by President
Ortega is "unacceptable and ridiculous," and constitutes a "simple propagandistic maneuver."
Bermudez's declarations were transmitted by the contras' US-funded radio station, "Radio 15 de
Septiembre." The station is located in Honduras. The military commander said that the contras
would accept a cease-fire only when arrived at through negotiations at the highest level with contra
leaders. Bermudez said that contra fighters on site in the Sandinista cease-fire areas have received
orders to continue destroying military targets. Next, he said, individuals pertaining to regional peace
commissions run the risk of being taken prisoner by the contras. The commissions are charged
with making contact with contra field commanders to discuss conditions for continuing the ceasefire beyond Nov. 7, and the government's amnesty program. On Sept. 30, Nicaraguan President
Daniel Ortega declared a unilateral cease-fire in three departments, effective Oct. 7 through
Nov. 7. Offensive military operations are to be discontinued in a 1,450 sq. km. area, including the
departments of Nueva Segovia, Jinotega, and southern Nueva Guinea in Zelaya department. Ortega
appointed regional peace commissions in each of the three areas to make contact with contra
commanders in hopes of persuading them to accept amnesty. Nicaragua continues to reject direct
negotiations with contra leaders. (Basic data from REUTERS, 10/01/87; UPI, 10/02/87)
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